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1 

'LICHFIELD' AND 'ST. AMPHIB ALUS': THE STORY OF A LEGEND 

DOUGLAS JOHNSON 

'Et apres tout, quelle que soit la position des historiens, chaque lecteur n'est-t-il pas 
toujours libre, aufond de son coeur, depreferer la Legende ou le Mythe a I'Histoire? 
L'essentiel est qu'il en soit conscient.' 
Jacques Poucet, Les origines de Rome: Tradition ethistoire (Brussels, 1985), 314. 

Nowadays all discussion of the etymology of the place-name 'Lichfield' goes back, wittingly 
or unwittingly, to the work of the eminent philologist Henry Bradley (1845-1923). In a short 
article published in The Academy in 1886, he propounded the theory that 'Lichfield' was an 
Anglo-Celtic hybrid. The second element in the name was the Old English feld. That had long 
been recognised. Bradley, however, was the first to point out that the first element was Celtic 
— the toponym Luitcoit, 'grey wood', already known, in its Latin version, as the name of the 
Roman station at Wall. In a further short note published in 1889 Bradley amplified his 
theory. 1 The theory is now generally accepted, and the only disputes that arise are over its 
interpretation. When and in what circumstances was 'Lichfield' coined? What is the 
historical significance of the survival and absorption of the Celtic name, and what in fact did 
Luitcoit mean to the English who coined the name 'Lichfield'? Did they think of it as an area, 
and if so what kind of an area, or was it a place, and if so which place? Furthermore, what did feld 
mean to them? Was 'Lichfield' one of those toponyms that began as an area-name and then 
became a settlement-name? 2 Such disputes ultimately rest on Bradley's work. But perhaps 
they are too abstruse. At the end of his first article Bradley expressed the fear that, in spite 
of all he could say, some people would go on affirming that 'Lichfield' means 'field of 
corpses'. 3 His fears were justified; but he was, after all, trying to dethrone an etymology that 
had flourished for more than six centuries. 

The popular etymology of 'Lichfield', which maintains that the first element of the name 
is derived from the Old English lie (Middle English lich), 'a corpse', first comes to light in the 
mid 13th century. It may have been older — as has been pointed out, fanciful etymologies for 
perfectly ordinary Old English place-names were not unknown even before the Conquest, 4 

and in the case of 'Lichfield' the memory of Luitcoit had probably vanished long before the 
Conquest, leaving the origin of the place-name a mystery. Antiquarian speculation on the 
meaning of the name may even have been partly responsible for the emergence in the 12th 
century of the modern spelling of the name. 

The earliest known spellings, variations on Lyccidfelth and Lyccitfeld, occur in the 8th 
century. 5 They were still echoed in the 1120s by William of Malmesbury's Licetfeld and 

1. H. Bradley, 'Etocetum or Letocetum?' Academy, 30 October 1886; 'The Etymology of "Lichfield"', Academy, 
9 November 1889; Collected Papers (1928), 117-19 (slightly shortened versions of the two Academy articles). 

2. For a discussion of some of these matters and a survey of the literature, see the account of Lichfield in Victoria 
County History of Staffordshire, xi v (forthcoming). 

3. Academy, 30 October 1886. The sentence was omitted when the article was reprinted in Collected Papers. 
4. Dorothy Whitelock, 'The English Place-Name Society 1923-1973', Journal of the English Place-Name Society, 

v(1973),6. 
5. The Life of Bishop Wilfrid by Eddius Stephanus, ed. B. Colgrave, 30, 50; Venerabilis Baedae Opera Historica, 

ed. C. Plummer, i. 207, 350; Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English People, ed. B. Colgrave and R. A. B. 
Mynors,336,558. 
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'LICHFIELD' AND 'ST. AMPHIBALUS' 13 

APPENDIX 

'LICHFIELD': SOME OTHER ETYMOLOGIES 

In the later 17th century William Somner and others suggested that the first element in 
'Lichfield' was ultimately derived from the Old English verb laeccan, 'to irrigate' . 7 6 The 
theory, which may have owed something to doubts about the lich etymology following the 
attacks on the Amphibalus legend, offered a rational topographical explanation of the place-
name: proponents of the theory pointed out that Lichfield was on a marshy site, and claimed 
that 'boggy field' would have been a suitable description in pre-Conquest times. 
Nevertheless, they remained in a minority. Although it was the explanation favoured by 
Stebbing Shaw and, apparently after some initial reluctance, by Thomas Harwood, 7 7 it had 
few other supporters. 7 8 As a Lichfield writer who favoured it explained, it was 'the 
unromantic and, of course, unpopular derivation'. 7 9 It was the derivation chosen and 
defended in 1902 by W. H. Duignan, even though he had to admit that it did not fit the earliest 
known spellings of the place-name. 8 0 Other derivations were more eccentric. Gilbert Dyer 
(d. 1820) suggested in 1805 that 'Lichfield' came from Gaelic words meaning 'little lake 
town' , 8 1 while in 1818 W. R. Whatton (d. 1835) reviewed various suggested Old English 
etymologies, including 'doctors' field' (leeches' field), before proposing 'fallow field' . 8 2 

76. Chronicon Saxonicum, ed. E. Gibson (Oxford, 1692), 34 (2nd nos.); 'Part of a Letter from Smart Lethieullier, 
Esq., to Mr. Gale; concerning the old Roman Roads', Archaeologia, i (1770), 57n., citing Somner and Stephen 
Skinner. For them see DNB. 

77. Shaw, Staffs, i. 231; Harwood, Lichfield, 1-3, 515, 561; S. Erdeswick, A Survey of Staffordshire, ed. 
T. Harwood (1844 edn.), 288n. 

78. See e.g. G. A. Walpoole, The New British Traveller (1784), 100; Walpoole, The Modern Universal British 
Traveller (1794), 116. 

79. [J. Rawson], An Inquiry into the History and Influence ofthe Lichfield Waters (Lichfield, 1840), 20. 
80. W. H. Duignan, Notes on Staffordshire Place Names (1902), 91-5. 
81. G. Dyer, A Restoration of the Ancient Modes of Bestowing Names (Exeter, 1805), 265-7. For Dyer see DNB. 
82. W. R. Whatton, 'On the Etymology of Lichfield', Gentleman's Magazine, lxxxviii(2), 513-16. Whatton (for 

whom see DNB) wrongly ascribes the 'doctors' field' derivation to Lydgate. 

The Society acknowledges a grant given by the Swinfen Broun Charitable Trust towards the 
cost of publishing this paper. 
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A LANDSCAPE SURVEY OF SANDWELL VALLEY, 1982-87 

N. R. HEWITT A N D M. A. HODDER 

SUMMARY 

The site of Sandwell Priory and Sandwell Hall lies within a large open space within the West 
Midlands conurbation now known as Sandwell Valley. The development of the landscape of 
this area from prehistory to the 20th century is traced, using field survey, documentary research 
and excavation. 

INTRODUCTION 
The Sandwell Valley (centre, Nat. Grid Ref. SP 0296) is north-east of West Bromwich 

town centre (fig. 1); the M5 motorway runs through the centre of the Valley to join the M6 
to the north. The Sandwell Valley has an area of c. 800 ha and measures c. 3 km from north 
to south and c. 3 km from east to west. Present land use is mainly recreational; it contains four 
golf courses, playing fields, horse-grazed fields and areas of grass and woodland, two working 
farms, each both arable and stock, and a third farm run as riding stables. 

The highest parts of the Sandwell Valley are on its south and west boundaries and in 
the south-east. From these areas, at just over 500 feet AOD, the land slopes fairly steadily 
down to the River Tame, which makes a right-angled bend across the north-east part of the 
Valley. 

The rocks outcropping in the Valley are red marls, red and white sandstones and a coarse 
element of thin bands of pebbly conglomerate and quartzite breccias. The solid geology is 
overlain by extensive glacial drift, consisting of a stiff red clay with varying amounts of sand 
and gravel, sometimes mixed together and sometimes interdigitated. In a small area around 
Sandwell Park Farm the drift consists of well-bedded sands and gravels, and in a field to the east 
of Hillhouse Farm, in the west of the Valley, it contains appreciable amounts of flint. The 
drift makes up the higher land around the south-east, south and west of the Valley, with a 
marked slope at the edge of the deposits. The River Tame has formed an alluvial floodplain 
across the north-eastern part of the Valley. A large fault, the Sandwell Park Fault with a 
throw of about 200m, runs north to south across the Valley but does not form a pronounced 
feature on the surface. Another fault, the Eastern Boundary Fault, cuts across the north-west 
corner of the Valley, largely concealed by glacial drift. The Productive Coal Measures 
underlie the whole area, though they only outcrop in a small area near Wigmore Farm in the 
north. There was one mine in the Valley, the Jubilee Pit (see below) (Hains and Horton 1969; 
Eastwood et al 1925). 

The excavation of the site of Sandwell Priory and Sandwell Hall began in 1982, and from 
the outset the surrounding landscape was studied to trace its development and to assess its 
future archaeological potential as an aid to future management. 

METHODS 
Documentary research employed primary and secondary written sources, maps, drawings, 

photographs, and aerial photographs. The principal primary source for the Sandwell Valley 
as a whole is the Dartmouth collection in the County Record Office, Stafford. The earliest 
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LANDSCAPE SURVEY OF SANDWELL VALLEY 15 

large scale maps of the area date from c. 1800; the first reasonably reliable maps date from 
1834 onwards. A list of maps consulted is appended below. The aerial photographs consulted 
were those taken by the R.A.F. in the late 1940s (in County Record Office, Stafford and 
Department of the Environment, Acton), a local survey of 1969, and surveys of West 
Midlands County in 1977 and 1980 (copies in Technical Services Department, Sandwell 
Metropolitan Borough Council). All of these are high-altitude vertical photographs taken for 
planning and mapping purposes rather than for archaeology. 

The landscape was recorded in the field in five ways, for each of which a recording card was 
devised to facilitate uniformity of recording (fig. 2). The field survey was intended to make a 
record of every visible man-made feature without going into great detail, and, from this, 
specific features could be chosen for closer study. All features were recorded by a written 
description on the front of the card and an annotated sketch plan on the back. Where land was 
divided into fields, these were used as the recording unit as far as possible; elsewhere, such 
as on the golf courses, various landmarks, such as trees and bends in tracks, were used as the 
boundaries of recording units. A total of 256 units was recorded. On the landscape survey 
cards, particular features and chance finds of objects were each assigned a unique number 
prefixed 'SV, following on from the numbering of the main excavated sites; 387 features 
were recorded in this way. The purpose of the tree survey was to record the species and 
location of the older trees and to identify planted exotic species in the gardens of Sandwell 
Hall. The age of each tree was estimated by measuring its girth at about five feet above the 
ground. Mitchell (1974) describes the well-known formula of one inch in girth representing 
a year in age for a free-standing tree with a full crown, and about half an inch per year for a 
tree in a wood, with partially hemmed-in examples graded between. Many of the larger old 

Fig. 1 Sandwell Valley: location and relief. 
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ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, WEST BROMWICH: MEDIEVAL FLOOR 
TILES, AN ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENT, AND AN EXCAVATION 

M. A. HODDER 
INTRODUCTION 

All Saints' Church (Nat. Grid. Ref. SP 011929), the parish church of West Bromwich, lies 
2 km north of the present town centre, but probably lay within the medieval settlement. The 
church is first mentioned in 1140;1 it was almost entirely rebuilt in 1786-7 and again in 1871-22 

and the only surviving part of an earlier structure is the base of the tower, which is probably 
14th century in date. The floor tiles and architectural fragment described in this note were 
found during the construction of the present church in 1871-2 and built into the north wall 
of the tower. 3 The note also describes a small excavation undertaken inside the church in 
1986. 

THE FLOOR TILES 
These tiles are reported to have been found under the wooden floor of the former church 

during the rebuilding work of 1871-2.4 They are now set into the wall of the tower, and are 
covered by a glass screen. There are over 50 tiles in all, most of them decorated. Five designs 
are represented (fig. 1); designs A to D are on tiles c. 12cm square, and design E on tiles c. 
5cm square. The worn nature of some of the surfaces make it difficult to determine their 
original pattern, and the dimensions given here are approximate because of the difficulty of 
obtaining precise measurements of tiles behind a glass screen. 

Designs A to D are all line-impressed or relief decorated, but design E has inlaid white clay. 
In addition to the decorated tiles, there are two plain tiles c. 12cm square and several small 
triangular tiles. All of the tiles are in a red/orange clay. 

Design A is represented by one complete tile. Tiles of this design laid together on a floor 
would produce a pattern of overlapping concentric circles with quatrefoils in their centres. 
This design has been assigned a probable 15th-century date; 5 it occurs on tiles at Leicester 
Abbey and at Stretton-en-le-Field and Newton Solney Churches, both in Leicestershire,6 and 
nearer to West Bromwich at Dudley Priory 7 and Sandwell Priory, about 2 km to the south
east of All Saints' Church. In recent excavations at Sandwell Priory, some tiles of this design 
were found in situ in the small part remaining of the north transept of the priory church. 8 

Adjacent to these tiles, impressions in mortar revealed where others had been removed; it is 
possible that some of these were taken to the parish church after the suppression of Sandwell 
Priory in 1525.9 This type of design has a relatively restricted distribution and all the known 
examples are probably the work of a single tile-maker. 

1. The Cartulary of Worcester Cathedral, ed. R. R. Darlington, Pipe Roll Soc. N.s. xxxviii, no. 190, pp. 101-2. 
2. M. Willett, A History of West Bromwich (1882), 44,53 sqq. 
3. Ibid.,23-24. 
4. Ibid. 
5. E. S. Eames, Catalogue of medieval lead-glazed earthenware tiles in the Department of Medieval and Later 

Antiquities, British Museum (1980), design no. 183. 
6. N. Whitcomb, The Medieval floor-tiles of Leicestershire (1956), design no. 236. 
7. S. J. Linnane, 'Excavations at St. James's Priory, Dudley' in Dudley Castle Archaeological Project, An 

Introduction and Summary of Excavations 1983-85, 35-38. 
8. M. A. Hodder,'Sandwell Valley Archaeological Project', West Midlands Archaeol. 29(1986),75-81. 
9. Victoria County History of Staffordshire, iii. 218. 
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40 ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, WEST BROMWICH 

A B C \ 

Fig. 1 All Saints' Church, West Bromwich: medieval floor tile designs — A to E ( l M actual size), and architectural 
fragment — F ( V k actual size). 

Design B is represented by two or three complete tiles, and design C by three halved tiles. 
Both of these designs occur on complete tiles from West Bromwich Manor House , 1 0 1.5 km 
to the west of All Saints' Church, but nowhere else and appear therefore to have been locally 
manufactured, specifically for these two sites. Design D is represented by four complete tiles. 
This design also occurs at St. Bertelin's Church at Stafford 1 1 and in Leicestershire, 1 2 and is 
stylistically dateable to the 14th or 15th century. 

Variants of this design, which resulted in a floor pattern of circles with quatrefoils in their 
centres interspersed with lozenges, are common in the Midlands and in Wales . 1 3 There are 
several tiles with design E. On each, a letter of the alphabet is written diagonally across the 
tile, and the letter and the tile's border are picked out by an inlay of white clay. Tiles of this 
design have been found at Weoley Castle (Warws.) 1 4 and also occur at Buildwas Abbey in 
Shropshire. 1 5 

10. This volume, pp. 42-3. 
11. A. Oswald, The Church of St. Berterlin at Stafford and its cross (n.d., but 1955). 
12. Whitcomb, Floor-tiles of Leics., design no. 235. 
13. Eames, Catalogue, design nos. 198-202. 
14. P. B. Chatwin, 'The medieval patterned tiles of Warwickshire', Trans. Birmingham Archaeol. Soc. 60 (1940), 

fig. 32, p.33. 
15. Information from Jill Loach. 
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ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, WEST BROMWICH 41 

THE ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENT 
Portions of a belfry window were found during the rebuilding work of 1871-2. They 

consisted of a shaft and two capitals, one of which was double. The shaft had been built into 
the south-west buttress of the tower, and the capitals were found nearby, also built into the 
tower. 1 6 Only one fragment is now in the wall of the tower, with the floor tiles. It consists of 
a small cylindrical column shaft c. 30cm long and 12cm in diameter, with a capital at each end, 
one of them attached to a rectangular block (fig. l.F). The piece is in local sandstone. 

THE EXCAVATION 
Following a decision to re-inter human remains excavated from the chapter house of 

Sandwell Priory in front of the altar in All Saints' Church, the proposed burial place was 
excavated in June 1986. 1 7 The excavation consisted of a rectangular pit measuring c. 1.25m 
long and 0.90m wide, to the west of the altar. This revealed a deposit of make-up material c. 
40cm thick, which had been laid to raise the floor level (which is c. 37cm higher than in the 
nave to the west), overlying a further 20cm of loose builders' rubble. These deposits 
contained moulded plaster, 19th-century pottery, and some fragments of human bone, and 
can probably be related to the rebuilding of 1871-2. The rubble overlay what appeared to be a 
previous ground surface, suggesting that, as the chancel was extended in the 1871-2 
rebuilding, 1 8 previous buildings did not extend so far east. Excavation was concluded on this 
surface because sufficient depth had been reached for the re-interments. 

16. Willett, Hist, of West Bromwich, 23-4. 
17. Excavation by Lesley Collett for Sandwell Valley Archaeological Project; records held by Technical Services 

Department, Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council. 
18. Willett, Hist, of West Bromwich, 53. 

The cost of publishing this article has been met by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
Council, to whom the Society acknowledges its gratitude. 
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MEDIEVAL FLOOR TILES FROM WEST BROMWICH MANOR HOUSE 

M. A. HODDER 

INTRODUCTION 

During restoration work at the group of timber-framed buildings known as West Bromwich 
Manor House (Nat. Grid Ref. SP 005943) in the 1950s,1 many objects of medieval and post-
medieval date were found, most of them in the fill of the moat around the buildings. The 
objects consisted of pottery, leather, clay pipes, metalwork, animal bones, roof tiles, and 
floor tiles. All of these objects are now stored at Wednesbury Art Gallery. Only the clay pipes 
and shoe leather have hitherto been published; 2 the other objects are now being studied with 
a view to eventual publication. This note reports on fragments of decorated medieval floor 
tile. 

THE TILES 
There is one complete tile and seven fragments. Two different designs are represented. 

The complete tile (fig. 1, A) measures 127mm long, 123mm wide and 21mm thick. There is 
a small crack in the tile due to misfiring. The edges of the tile are slightly bevelled into the 
base, and there are some hollows in the base for keying into the mortar bed. The design is not 
symmetrical. It is of 'line-impressed' type. There are traces of green glaze on the tile surface 
and in the grooves of the design. The Manor House chapel is now floored with tiles of this 
design; they are modern copies of the tiles said to have been found here during the restoration 
work. 3 

A B 
Fig. 1 Medieval floor tiles from West Bromwich Manor House ( ' / 2 actual size). 

1. S. R. Jones, 'West Bromwich Manor House', Trans. South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, 
xvii. (1977), 1-63. 

2. J. W. Whiston et al., 'Artifacts found in the moat of West Bromwich Manor House: Part 1', TSSAHS, 
xx (1980), 29-40. 

3. Jones, 'West Bromwich Manor House', 20. 
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THE DOVECOTE FROM HASELOUR HALL, HARLASTON, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

SIMON A. C. PENN 
In September 1981 Avoncroft Museum of Buildings was alerted to the plight of a dovecote 

which stood in the grounds of Haselour Hall, Harlaston, Staffordshire (SK 206108). 
Although a Grade II Listed Building, the dovecote was gradually being uprooted by an 
immediately adjoining copper beech tree which was itself protected by a Tree Preservation 
Order. 1 The Hall's owner had at the time embarked upon a scheme for its refurbishment but 
unfortunately his financial resources did not extend to the dovecote itself. Lichfield District 
Council felt that unless action was taken the building would be in danger of collapse. 

On first inspection the dovecote did not appear to be particularly unusual. Its roughly 
square shape, brick facade, and pyramidal roof suggested that the building was a standard 
example from the latter period of dovecote construction in the 18th century. 2 Internal 
examination of the building, however, revealed that a considerable section of the structure 
was of timber-framing — suggesting a much earlier date of construction, probably c. 1600. 
This date would tie in with the structural evidence of Haselour Hall itself. The Hall has an 
impressive black and white facade of five gables exhibiting the distinctive features of a late 
16th- or early 17th-century house, although much of the building underwent restoration 
during the late 19th century. 3 The close-timbered framing of the dovecote, together with 
some evidence of a double tie beam on the gable, both coincide with similar features to be 
seen on the Hall. It is certainly plausible, therefore, to assume that Hall and dovecote were 
built at about the same time. It is almost certain that the dovecote would have been in 
existence by 1635, by which time William Brooke had depopulated Haselour, converting the 
land to pasture for cattle and turning the nearby chapel into a barn. 4 It is perhaps not without 
coincidence that dovecotes are often the sole survivors of deserted villages of this type. 5 

Taken together, the evidence suggested that an original, roughly square, timber-framed 
dovecote had been encased in brick and heightened, probably at some stage in the 18th 
century in order to fit in with architectural tastes of the period. The building was therefore of 
much greater interest than its relatively unexceptional exterior would lead one to believe. 

Given that the brickwork at least had already been severely affected by the listed beech tree 
it was agreed (pending planning permission) to dismantle the dovecote and re-erect it at 
Avoncroft. 6 Before it was dismantled it was recorded and a detailed photographic survey 
initiated. The dovecote is a roughly square building with a flemish bond brick exterior and a 
brick plinth. Rectangular wooden slatted windows placed centrally in each wall immediately 

1. Staffordshire County Council and Historic Buildings Survey, Ref. ELR/D/18/11. 
2. On the evolution of the English dovecote see, A. O. Cooke, A Book of Dovecotes (T. N. Foulis, 1920), 37-8; 

R. W. Brunskill, Traditional Farm Buildings of Britain (London, 1987), 82-8. 
3. N. Pevsner, The Buildings of England, Staffordshire (Penguin 1974), 142. 
4. Victoria History of Staffordshire, iii. 57; vi. 54. 
5. M. W. Beresford, 'The Deserted Medieval Villages of England', Transactions of the Ancient Monuments 

Society, N.s. i (1953), 102. For the listing of Haselour as a deserted medieval village, see Transactions of the 
South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, viii (1968), 49. 

6. The Haselour Hall dovecote is not the first such building to have attracted the unwanted attention of a nearby 
tree. The same fate beset the 14th-century dovecote at Church Farm, Garway (Herefordshire). Fortunately 
in that particular case the offending oak tree was removed and the dovecote saved: Cooke, A Book of 
Dovecotes, 47-8. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT MOAT FARM, PELSALL, 1982 AND 1984: 
A POST-MEDIEVAL FARMSTEAD 

J. MILLN A N D M. A. HODDER 

INTRODUCTION 

Moat Farm (Nat. Grid Ref. SK 024023) lay at the junction of Norton Road and Lichfield 
Road, Pelsall (fig. 1). The name of the site and its surface features led to its identification as 
a possible moated homestead of medieval origin. 1 Development of the. site for residential 
purposes was therefore preceded by surface surveys and excavations, in 1982 and 1984. 

SURFACE FEATURES AND LOCATION OF EXCAVATIONS 
The site is a roughly rectangular plateau, measuring c. 110m by 70m (fig. 2). It is bounded 

on its western and southern sides by a shallow, partially waterfilled ditch, with a pool in the 
south-western corner, and on its northern and eastern sides by field boundaries. The features 
on the plateau consisted of the foundations of a brick-built dwelling-house, near the centre, 
with a concrete building base, to its east, and a number of regularly-spaced concrete post 
bases, presumably the remains of a recent barn, to its north. In the south part of the plateau 
there was a collapsed brick cellar, and a stone and brick retaining wall along the edge of the 
ditch forming the site's southern boundary. In the south-east corner there were three linear 
mounds of modern rubble and denuded traces of ridge and furrow cultivation survived in the 
field to the east. 

Fig. 1 Moat Farm, Pelsall: location 

1. Victoria County History of Staffordshire, i. 365; West Midlands Sites and Monuments Record WM 02688; 
J. Hammond, A short history of Pelsall (Walsall Library and Museum Services, 1981), p. 2. 
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52 EXCAVATIONS AT MOAT FARM, PELSALL 

A small trial trench was excavated on the southern part of the site by M. A. Hodder in 
March 1982, and this was folio wed by more extensive excavation by J. Milln in May 1984. The 
latter excavation consisted of four trenches on the plateau, sites A, B, C and D, to examine 
the nature of activity on the site, and a further four trenches, sites E, F, G and H across each 
of the sides of the plateau to define the nature and extent of the enclosing boundary. At all 
sites except D, the topsoil was removed with the aid of a mechanical excavator. 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
Details of excavated features, contexts, and finds are contained in the site archive; 2 a 

summary only is presented here. In Site A, the original topsoil had been scraped off before a 
spread of ash and bloomery waste was laid, probably to provide a firm, dry, relatively weed-
free farmyard surface. In Site B, the principal feature was an amorphous pit, possibly originally 
dug as a marl pit, whose backfill contained large quantities of late 17th- and 18th-century 
coarsewares. In Site C, the earliest features were irregular hollows and pits, possible drainage 
gullies and postholes. These were cut by linear depressions filled with roughly lain bricks and 
stones, probably robbed wall foundations. The bricks are handmade, 2" thick, and probably 
of early 18th-century date. These features were overlain by a yard surface like that found in 
Site A. In Site D, the dwelling house was shown to be of single-phase construction, built of 
well-fired 2" thick handmade bricks of late 17th- or early 18th-century date. 

In Site E, the apparent ditch on the western side of the site was found to have been created 
by slight scarping in recent times. On the south, in Site F, the site boundary was found to be 
a ditch more than a metre deep. It is uncertain whether this was originally intended to serve 
as a boundary or whether it was dug as a quarry for clay and bricks or for agricultural marl, 
and later adapted by the construction of a revetment wall on its northern edge to serve as a 
boundary. The wall consisted of mortared stone and brick, and overlay part of the fill of the 
ditch. The site of the ditch was levelled up, probably soon after the construction of the wall, 
with brick and tile rubble. During the 19th and early 20th centuries this area seems to have 
been used as a garden, for it is here that the topsoil was at its thickest. In Site G, no evidence 
was found for an earthwork boundary on the eastern side of the site, but in Site H, the ditch 
and bank serving as a field boundary were found to be post medieval; brick and tile were 
found under the bank, implying that it was contemporary with the construction of the house. 

THE FINDS 
Pottery was recovered in significant amounts only from the pit in Site B, but sufficient 

quantities were present in other contexts to demonstrate that these too are post-medieval in 
date. The great majority of the sherds are from coarsewares of the 17th and 19th centuries. 
These include storage jars, milk pans, and pancheons. The coarseware characteristically has, 
on its internal surface, clear lead glaze over a brown slip giving a deep brownish purple 
colour. There are a few sherds of 'Midlands Yellow' ware, a creamy-yellow fabric with a clear 
lead glaze, some sherds of 'butter pots' in Midlands Purple ware, some sherds in Blackware 
and Cistercian-type wares, and a single sherd of trailed slip-decorated ware. All of these 
could be assigned a 17th- or 18th-century date, and it is likely that all except the slipware, 
which is probably of North Staffordshire manufacture, were made in Wednesbury, about 

2. Held by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit. 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



55 

AN EARLY EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DESCRIPTION OF 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 

NIGEL J. TRINGHAM 

The text edited here is the earliest detailed description of Lichfield cathedral, albeit only a 
partial survey. 1 It is attributed to the antiquary Dr. William Stukeley and is given a date 
'around the year 1715'. Stukeley is known to have visited Lichfield in 1713, but from internal 
evidence text must date from after 1717.2 Parts of it were published by Stebbing Shaw in 
volume one of his History and Antiquities of Staffordshire (1798), but it is here printed in full 
for the first time. The account is almost contemporary with a ground-plan of the cathedral 
drawn, on a single day (21 April 1720), by the antiquary Samuel Gale. 3 It was produced for 
Browne Willis's publication, A Survey of Cathedrals (1727). 4 A revised version of that plan 
is reproduced here as figure 1. The text itself has been divided into numbered sections, within 
which editorial and historical notes are provided. 

MANUSCRIPT AND PRINTED SOURCES 

[A. The original has not been traced.] 

B. William Salt Library, Stafford, S. MS. 302, pp. 243-47. 
The MS. is entitled 'Commonplace Book of Collections for Staffordshire History 
by the Revd. Samuel Pegge LL.D.' It may be dated to 1757 (see p. 93 of the MS.), 
the year that Pegge became a prebendary of Lichfield cathedra/. He died in 1796. 
For his life see Dictionary of National Biography. 

C. Lichfield Cathedral Library, MS. 22, pp. 60-5. 
The MS. is a collection of notes on Lichfield topics made by Richard Greene, 
a surgeon and apothecary who established a museum in Lichfield. He died in 1793. 
For his life see DNB. 

D. S. Shaw, History and Antiquities of Staffordshire i (1798), 244, 246, 252-4. 
Shaw printed parts of the text, probably from the original. Items 8, 9, 16, and 17, 
however, were omitted. 

The following text is based on B and is published with the kind permission of the Trustees 
of the William Salt Library. Slight modifications have been made in the use of punctuation 
and of capital letters; ampersands have been reproduced as 'and' and 'ye' as 'the'. 

1. Sir William Dugdale made drawings of mouments in the cathedral before the Civil War, but gave no general 
description; the drawings are in British Library, London, Loan MS. 38. Another early visitor was 
Thomas Dingley who, in the 1680s, made notes of certain inscriptions and monuments: History from Marble, ii, 
Camden Society xcvii (1868), 326-7. 

2. W. Stukeley, Itinerarium Curiosum (1724), i. 57-8; see below, commentary on item 8. 
3. Bodleian Library, Oxford, MS. Eng. misc. e. 147, f. 163v. 
4. Plate before p. 371 (reproduced (unamended) in Victoria County History of Staffordshire, iii, pi. facing p. 149). 
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56 EARLY EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DESCRIPTION OF LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 

Fig. 1 Lichfield Cathedral in 1720 

(The figure is a revised version of the plan drawn by Gale in 1720 and published by Willis in 1727—see text on notes 
3 and 4. Willis's notes have been deleted and replaced by numbers which relate to entries in the edited text.) 

Key, with references to numbers in the edited text: 

1. West end 1-2. 
2. Choir 19. 
3. Present site of Bishop Hacket's tomb 6. 
4. Effigy of medieval bishop 6. 
5. Stanley tomb 4 . 
6. Prebendaries' vestry in 1720; former medieval 

chapel of St. Peter 14. 
7. Site (in 1720) of Dean Heywood's tomb 5. 
8. Site (in 1720) of effigies of two medieval bishops; 

from late 18th century site of Bishop Hacket's 
tomb; from 1979 site of effigy of medieval bishop 6. 

9. Original site of Bishop Hacket's tomb 6 . 
10. Remains of Strangeways effigy 7. 

11. Probable site of Basset tomb 9 . 
12. Three Chapels 14 . 
13. Lady Chapel 11-12 . 
14. Probable site of Paget monument 8 . 
15. Probable burial place of Mercian kings 10. 
16. Vestibule to chapter house with probable chapel 

over 18. 
17. St. Stephen's chapel (so called by Willis) 6, 

16. 
18. Present site of lower part of effigy of Dean 

Heywood 5. 
19. North Door 16 . 
20. Former library 17. 
21. Site of Dean Yotton's chapel 3 . 
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PROGRAMME 1986-87 
1986 
3 Oct. 

17 Oct. 
7 Nov 

21 Nov 
5 Dec. 

19 Dec. 

1987 
16 Jan. 
6 Feb. 

20 Feb. 
6 Mar 

20 Mar 

(L) Annual General Meeting 
The Black Country Museum Trust — Ian Walden 

(L) Life and Times of Erasmus Darwin — Dr. D. G. King-Hele 
(L) Archaeology of Lichfield Cathedral — Dr. Warwick Rodwell 

(T) Leicestershire Archaeology — Robert Rutland 
(L) New Discoveries at Stafford Castle — Charles Hill 
(T) The Riches of British Archaeology — Andrew Selkirk 

(T) Archaeology of the Peak District — Ken Smith 
(L) Kuhan Project, Egypt — Dr. Rosalie David 
(T) Development of Roman Wall Paintings — Dr. John Cole 
(L) Changes in Villages — Christopher Taylor 
(T) The Stanley Family — Dr. D. T. Williams 

(L) St. Mary's Heritage Centre, Lichfield 
(T) Rawlett School, Comberford Road, Tamworth 
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